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ADMISSIONS

ACADEMIC TRAINING AND 
PERFORMANCE

ONLINE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

School Events

Our Lady’s Home is a place where we strive to share love, 
peace and harmony in order to bring out the best in every 
boy who is admitted here. Our Lady’s Home is an Institution 
concerned  with the poor  and needy boys who have lost both 
parents, one parent  or boys who find it difficult to live in  a 
healthy environment due to no fault of their own. Our aim is 
to make them feel wanted, loved and give them opportunities 
they have missed out in life. The records of the Institution 
reveal the hurdles and hardships it faced at different stages 
while striving for success. After six decades of persistence and 
hard work, Our Lady’s Home today is well equipped, not 
only with academic knowledge, but also with moral values.
The following is a Report at a glance, for the year April 2020 
to March 2021.
To begin with, this full academic year the children have been 
at home due to the pandemic. They were all sent home on 
the 18th of March 2020.  Whatever activities and events that 
were held during this year were conducted online.

This year we had 24 new admissions. Fortunately,  
all formalities like filling up of the admission forms and 
handing over the required documents were all done before 
the lockdown was declared. Somewhere in the month of 
August 2020 when things were a little relaxed parents/
guardians of the new admissions  were  asked to come and 
submit the Leaving Certificate of their child/ward so that, the 
admission procedures   into the Institution and School could 
be completed.

The Regents besides, being in constant touch with the 
boys with regards to their studies they also made it possible  
to  celebrate  and conduct  certain school and Spiritual  
Events online.

The academic year began with a sense of uncertainty.  
No-one could guess how this year would unfold. However, 
the introduction of online studies gave the world a glimmer of 
hope when it came to completion of academic requirements 
amidst the pandemic. Our Lady’s Home too, geared up to 
reach out to the boys through online platforms and social 
media. With a plan to keep the boys motivated to study, hone 
their talents, pursue their Hobbies and provide a holistic 
development the Home set off in action.

INTRODUCTION The overall result of the students was an astonishing 95%! 
We got a resounding 100% success where our SSC students 
were concerned. In all fairness we owe a debt of gratitude 
to the Director of the Home, the teachers and the Regents 
for their close follow-up that instilled confidence in our boys.  
We are extremely thankful to Rev Fr Joseph   D’Souza of 
our neighbouring St Paul School, who so kindly granted 
admission to 9 of our Std VII boarders.

     Independence Day  :  15th August 2020
With none of the children on campus, the Independence 
Day celebrations were rather on a low note with only the 
residential Staff on campus. The tri color was unfurled, 
patriotic songs were sung and motivational speeches were 
made with a view to honor the day and also stir up hope, 
lifting our spirits to be united in fighting the Pandemic.  
A slide show of the photographs captured on the day was 
uploaded on the You Tube Channel inviting the boys to join 
the celebration in solidarity with the Home.
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Spiritual Events

      Thanksgiving Day: 04th October 2020
Thanksgiving Day is generally celebrated in the season of 
harvest, thanking God for a providential harvest which will 
take care of the annual food requirement. A prayer service 
was prepared and conducted so as to stir in a sense of gratitude 
in the hearts of the participants. The boys of the Home then 
put up a small presentation, thanking God for being created 
in His image and likeness endowed with physical, intellectual, 
emotional, social and spiritual capabilities.

      Nativity of  Our Lady: 08th September 2020
A prayer service was prepared, conducted and broadcasted 
on this Feast Day of Our Holy Mother-the Feast Day of Our 
Home. This was done with a view to unite all those associated 
with the Home in prayer and celebration on the special day. 
The boys sang hymns in honour of Mary, shared testimonies 
of the blessings they received in their care and prayed for 
the well being and needs of the boys, past boys, benefactors, 
volunteers, Staff and all associated with the Home.

Mother Mary along with her Son has always taken care of all 
our needs. She has always been by our side even in the most 
difficult times and, we are sure that Our Lady will definitely 
see us through this pandemic too. So that the children do not 
forget the Patroness of the Home, many Spiritual events were 
held online.

      Republic Day:  26th January 2021
The month of January 2021 marked the return of the 
boys appearing for the S.S.C Examination. It seemed that 
the vigour exuberated by the boys which had been at bay 
since, the lockdown had been imposed, had returned.  
The walls of the Home truly echoed this vigour, their energy 
and enthusiasm were channelized in celebrating the 72nd 

     Children’s Day:  14th November 2020
One of the highlights of the year at Our Lady’s Home is the 
Children’s Day Celebration. Yes, that’s because it is the boys, 
whose interests are always at the heart of the plans made at 
Our Lady’s Home. This year amidst the pandemic it was all 
the more imperative to make this day special for the boys.  
All associated with the Institution—the School teachers, 
tuition teachers, catechists, volunteers, Staff and former 
Regents came together to make this day special for them. 
The online program began with a prayer service, some fun 
skits, a few words by the caretakers and volunteers at the 
Home and a lot of fun and frolic.

     Teacher’s Day:  05th September 2020
Teacher’s Day is celebrated with great gusto at Our Lady’s 
Home. This year however, the celebration was quite unique. 
It was a digital celebration – shot by the boys in their respective 
homes, then compiled and uploaded on You Tube. The boys 
acknowledged and appreciated their School teachers, tuition 
teachers and teachers of co-curricular disciplines through 
speeches, song and poetry. The boys braved all odds of 
rather unfamiliar work pattern, practices and handling video 
equipment. The celebration video also featured captured 
memories of the past few years’ memories.

Republic Day of our country on the campus of Our Lady’s 
Home. It was a celebration flavoured with art, music, dance 
and elocution reminding us of the need and importance of 
being vigilant and responsible citizens.
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Christmas Prayer & Crib Blessing:   
25th December 2020

Christmas is truly the most beautiful time of the year.  
The joy of the birth of the Christ, experienced in our hearts 
radiates in our surroundings with all the décor, and the acts 
of kindness meted out to all whom we interact with. Here at  
Our Lady’s Home too one would witness the radiance. 
Keeping in mind a hope for better times ahead, a prayer 
service was prepared, conducted and broadcasted on the 
You Tube for all to participate in. The Campus was a sight to 
behold at night when the lights, the Star, Christmas tree and 
Crib took full effect.

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Season Prayer     
Service:- 17th February 2021

Lent ushers in a season of tremendous grace enabling us 
to evaluate and improve our relationship with God, nature, 
others and ourselves. The boys of Our Lady’s Home 
prepared a Lenten video showcasing how they intend to revel 
in this grace and strengthen  their said relationships, not only 
through various acts of abstinence, penance and mortification 
but, also deeds of goodness, kindness and charity.  
Thus, ushering in a spring-time for their souls.

     Half  Day Spiritual Recollection:  11th March 2021
The spiritual needs of the boys are an area of focus along 
with the curricular and co-curricular needs. A half day 
recollection was organized for the boys preparing for their 
S.S.C. Examination. The area of focus was to know that 
we, as human, are individually unique, special and loved 
unconditionally by God and by this virtue of being loved,  
are called to love others in the same way that we have been 
first loved. The importance of reliance on prayer, frequenting 
of sacraments, communion with Saints and inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit were emphasized.
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Annual Day and Closing of  Diamond Jubilee 
Year:  08th December 2020

Being the closing of the Diamond Jubilee Year, the intention 
always was to have an elaborate celebration, setting a grand 
stage to showcase the talents of our boys and to highlight 
the achievements of the Home over the last six decades.  
However, the lockdown pressed on the need to keep these 
celebrations digital. 

Women’s Day : 08th March 2021
As the world celebrated Women’s Day, the boys at  
Our Lady’s Home too, seized the opportunity to acknowledge 
the indispensable role played by the women in their lives. 
They came together thanking God for these women and 
prayed for their intentions and well-being. They also put up 
an entertainment program performing songs dedicated to the 
women who in the past played important roles in their lives 
and for the ones who are yet to, in their future.

Archdiocese of   Bombay Prayer Service :   
22nd April 2021

The boys of Our Lady’s Home were asked to animate a 
prayer service for the You Tube Channel of the Archdiocese 
of Bombay. The boys both at the Home and those at their 
residence came together, virtually to animate this prayer 
service. Their recordings were compiled in a ten minute 
prayer service and sent to be uploaded. The prayer service 
included prayer, song and a reflection on how we need to call 
on to The Holy Spirit who equips us to be zealous in all we 
do so, as to live a life in all its abundance.

Other Institutional Events

The online program featured short presentations sharing 
the experiences of the caregivers and highlighting the history 
and evolution of the Home. The theme of the celebration 
was “Shaping lives through Values”. The boys divided 
in six teams, put up presentations of song, dance and role 
play highlighting the values imparted to them at Our Lady’s 
Home. The Ex-inmates of Our Lady’s Home expressed their 
gratitude for all they received from the Home. The viewers 
were addressed by His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias, 
His Lordship Bishop John Rodrigues  -  the Chief Guest of 
the event and Rev. Fr Elias D’Souza – the Director through 
video messages.



OUR LADY’S HOMEANNUAL REPORT6

S.S.C. Farewell: 18th April 2021
With the news of the postponement of the S. S. C Exams, 
it was decided that the S.S.C. boys on Campus, having 
completed their studies, assignments and submissions be sent 
back home considering a surge in Covid cases. The farewell 
program organized began with a prayer service followed by a 
rendition of the Home Anthem by the boys on keyboards, 
violins, guitars and drums. After the cake-cutting, games and 
snacks, the boys shared their experiences during their stay at 
Our Lady’s Home and expressed their gratitude to the Home 
and all involved in its functioning. The program concluded 
with a song presented by the Brothers and Fathers and  
video messages recorded and sent by their teachers, juniors 
and caregivers.

Distribution of  Rations:   
August 2020 – March 2021

Parents were informed every month through whatsApp 
messages to come to the Home and collect their monthly 
stock of food grains like rice and dal. They were also given 
toiletries, biscuits and health drinks.
This saw quite many parents trooping in to collect rations on 
a regular basis.

Besides this, distribution of rations were done by the 
Director and the two Regents to remote areas like Uttan as 
it was not possible for those parents to make it to the Home.  

The parents were informed the day and time the Staff would be 
visiting the area and they were asked to all meet at a particular 
spot. A vehicle full of rations was then distributed to them.
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Academic Year Closing: 30th April, 2021
Finding ourselves amidst the lockdown owing to the brutal 
second wave, the academic year was closed just like it was 
opened – on an empty campus of Our Lady’s Home. It was 
not as gloomy as it sounds. A video presentation was compiled 
and broadcasted on the YouTube channel summarizing the 
vibrant academic year 2020-21. The program began with the 
prayer service recorded during the SSC farewell; a sharing by 

a few of the teachers, boys and parents on their experiences 
this year; glimpses of the SSC farewell program, the regent’s 
farewell compiled in a song, announcement of the winners 
of the House Cup and a closing note by The Director –  
Fr. Elias D’souza. The finale of the program was the rendition 
of The Home Anthem sung and performed by the SSC boys 
in collaboration with the boys back home who sent their 
videos singing the anthem animatedly.

PERSONNEL
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School & Tuition  : ` 7,500/-
Boarding             : ` 17,500/-
Scholarship         : ` 25,000/-

You can bring a smile on the boys’ faces by sponsoring 
the following:
A meal on occasions like Birthdays, Anniversaries or any 
other occasions
Breakfast       : ` 5,000/- 
Tea      : ` 3,500/-
Meal (Veg)      : ` 9,500/-
Meal (Non-veg : ` 13,500/-

•	We	 pray	 for	 our	 benefactors	 four	 times	 a	 day	 and	 also	
during	Mass.	If	you	have	any	special	intention	we	will	be	
happy to pray for you.

•	 Send	us	your	phone	numbers	and	email	addresses.
•	 If	you	have	not	received	from	us	an	official	receipt	for	the	
donation,	however	small,	sent	by	cash	or	cheque,	within	a	
month, please let us know.

•	 Your	suggestions,	ideas	and	advice	are	always	welcome.

Cheques to be drawn in favour of 
‘Our Lady’s Home for Boys’
Residents of India can transfer funds directly to:
Central Bank of India, Naigaum Branch, 
Mumbai - 400014. A/c. No 1002042237

IFSC code no. CBIN0281209
All donations are tax exempted under section 80G of 
the Income Tax Act

YOU CAN HELP BY WRITING / CALLING US:

Our Lady’s Home (for Boys)
205,	Dr.	Ambedkar	Rd.,	Dadar	(E),	
Mumbai	400014
Tel:	022	2414	8138 
Mobile	no:	84519	48077
Email:	ourladyshome@gmail.com
Web	page:	www.ourladyshome.com

Caring for the orphaned and the destitute child is to extend 
the love and care of the Creator to his simple, bubbling, 
innocent creation. Our hearts are full with thankful praise to 
God for entrusting us with such a noble and uplifting work. 
It is indeed a joy to share in God’s creative love and concern. 
Much of what is undertaken and carried out is with the 
guiding hand of God, always there to support us and point 
the direction that we should take. With this firm faith we 
move on from year to year assured that we are not alone in 
our hopes and wishes, plans and schemes for the happiness 
of our children.
To Bishop John Rodrigues and members of the 
Governing Body of Our Lady’s Home goes a sincere word of 
thanks for their constant and continued interest in the growth 
and smooth functioning of the Institution.
Our Lady’s Home is a small step in time, a step in the 
footsteps of Jesus our Master that the Catholic Church 
so faithfully and courageously takes for their inspiration  
and strength.
May God bless all who in a big or small way have brought 
love and life into the sensitive little hearts of our lads.

Sd/-
Fr Elias D’Souza
Director

CONCLUSION

On account of the ongoing Pandemic   and Lockdown plans 
for the future are on hold.

FUTURE PLANSOur Staff consists of the Director Rev Fr Elias D’Souza 
who has completed seven long years at Our Lady’s Home.  
This is his second year in succession that he has managed 
the Institution with just two seminarians and no Assistant.  
The day to day running of the Home rests solely on the 
shoulders of the Director and the two seminarians.
Supporting them are 2 Nuns, the Office Staff comprising 
a Professional Social Worker and an Accountant cum 
Purchase Assistant.
The Linen room is staffed with 2 full timers. The kitchen is 
well equipped with a Cook, an Assistant Cook and 2 helpers.
We do understand that we are understaffed but, in 
an Institution of  this kind, what really matters is, 
not the number of  people, but people who work 
with dedication.

Due to the lockdown and the inability of Donors and 
benefactors to drop in at the Institution donations have been 
pretty low this year. Nevertheless, we have not run short  
of anything.
Amidst these difficult times, our gratitude goes out to the 
donors and benefactors, both big and small   who with their 
financial aid done by cheque payment, cash and online 
transfers has made our work very much easier and lighter.
We owe our special thanks to:
• The Archdiocese of Bombay.
• Donors who have set up Scholarships and who have 

sponsored the School and Tuition Fees and Boarding and 
Lodging of our boys.

• The individual donors (too many to mention by name).
• The TRUST OF OUR LADY’S HOMES FOR BOYS  

run by the Catholic Church of Bombay we owe our 
gratitude for their support and encouragement.

FINANCE


